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Annual report 2014-15 – Student Gymkhana 

Cultural Society  

Exuberance- 10th & 11th May, 2014 

Exuberance, the intra college cultural festival was held this year in the Kamand campus. It com-

prised of various cultural events and competitions which fetched participation and spectatorship 

from B. Tech, MS, PhD and MSc batches. For the first time, Exuberance was held in an inter year 

cultural championship format wherein the four B.Tech years, Msc and MS PhD batches competed 

among themselves in music, dance, art and photography competitions to win the overall general 

championship trophy. The championship events were co-ordinated by Farah Anjum and Ab-

himanyu Mittal of B. Tech II year. Apart from the competitive events, drama performances and an 

introductory poetry slam were also held as parts of the fest.  

a) Music Competition: It was an inter year music competition between the four B. Tech 

years and MS PhD and MSc comprising of both singing and instrumental performances. Music 

teachers were called from the Vallabh Degree College to judge the event. In total 9 perfor-

mances were there. 
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b) Dance Competition: It was a competition between 2 groups of dancers: one group com-

prised of 1st and 3rd year students and the other group of 2nd and 4th year students. They pre-

sented their performances in a dance battle form in different genres. Each group consisted of 7-

8 dancers and competed in 3 different performances one on one. Mrs. Divya Verma, a trained 

dancer, was the judge for the competition. 

 

c) Art Competition: It was an inter year art competition in which participants made sketches 

and paintings. The event was judged by Dr. Tripti Singh the Art geeks club advisor. Art geek 

members as well as other students participated actively.  

 

d) Photography Competition: It was an online inter year photography competition themed 

“that moment..”. It was judged by Dr. Prashant Jose, the photography faculty advisor. In total 

21 entries came from all the years of B.Tech and MS Phd. 

 

e)  Drama performances: There were 2 dramas performed, one by the dramatics club and 

another by the first year students. Both were of comedy/satire genre. In both the plays, around 

10 people particpated each. 

 



3 
 

f)  Poetry slam: this was an event in which a basic poetry writing workshop was organized, 

headed by Akshat Gupta of Btech II year, followed by a practical session given to the partici-

pants in which they all practiced poetry writing. Later, participants recited their earlier and the-

then written poems on stage. Total 12 people participated. 

 

First Youth Fest of IIT Mandi 
IIT Mandi witnessed 'YUVYOM'14', the first youth festival organized by the Cultural Society between 14th 

& 16th Nov'14. Multiple events were scheduled over the weekend and the festival witnessed a huge partic-

ipation. The students enjoyed an open-air movie screening of "Rang De Basanti" in front of a bonfire. The 

movie screening was followed by LAN Gaming. 

Day two began with kabaddi, followed by kite flying, face painting competition and a musical evening with 

YouTube artists. This was followed by the most awaited Halloween Party. For this event, the Art Geeks 

Club decorated the hall with ghosts, goblins and carved pumpkins. Participants wore masks and some 

were disguised with painted faces. 

Day three began with carnival games, followed by a quiz. Thereafter followed the cultural night, in which 

Music and Choreograph Section students presented their performances. This was followed by DJ night 

which got everyone's feet moving. 
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 Exodia 2015 (April 3-5) 

 

The largest tech –cult fest of Himalayas organized by student community of IIT Mandi .Exordia 

-2015 presented a range of technical event like Sumo Wars, line Follower, Junkyard Wars, Ap-

titude Dementia. The Technical Events of the fest cater to the inquisitive minds to solve various 

problems based on their current knowledge about science and its application, While the culture 

events define the ethnic culture of various place around the country, mainly focused on sharing 

of the ideas and culture. 

 

Culture events like Synchronies, Groove Fanatics Band Slam ,You tube Collab ,Big Stink Cou-

ture form entertaining .Plenty of informal event including a Photo Walk Selfie Competition ,Pho-

tography  Competition (I-Imagination ) are also organized by the students .The Winners of var-

ious events are awarded with goodies and prize money .you also get the opportunity to organize 

and coordinate events in Exodia  
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1. Workshops:   

  There was a seminar by 'No Country for Women' held on 3rd April on women empowerment 

through their employment. They also organized a business idea presentation for betterment of 

women on 5th April after the seminar held on 3rd April. 

 

 

           
 

2. Guest Lecture:  

By Vigyan  Prasad: 
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Scientist from Vigyan Prasar Dr. Arvind Ranade was here for the seminar that was arranged by 

Vigyan Prasar(Department of Science and Technology, Govt. Of India) for the orientation of 

the nearby schools of Mandi on 5th April for setting up VIPNET science clubs and promoting 

practical science in the student community. 

3. Technical Event 

 

a. Dementia: Online coding contest on Codechef catered around 1000 coders from around the 

world. 

b. Junkyard Warz: A competition to build a machine out of scrap had unparrelled participa-

tion with 15 teams working for the best. Also, with a mind blowing problem statement the 

event became all the more thrilling. 

c. Line follower: A competitions where robots compete against each other according to a spe-

cific problem statement. 

d. Sumo Warz: A sumo competition between robots to show their strengths against each 

other. 

e. APPtitude: An Android app making competion was another successful event that was held 

during Exodia'15 with the support of Google Developer Group, Jalandhar. 

 

 

 

 

 

IIT Mandi’s 5th Foundation Day Celebrations, 24th 
Feb 2015 
IIT Mandi celebrated its 6th Foundation Day on February 24, 2015, at its permanent campus at 

Kamand. Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves, the first lady of IIT Mandi, was the Chief Guest for the func-

tion. On the occasion, the Director, IIT Mandi, Prof. Timothy A. Gonsalves welcomed dignitar-

ies, faculty, staff, and students. The dignitaries included, Prof. Subrata Ray, Distinguished Visit-

ing Professor; Prof. Ramesh Oruganti, Dean (Academics); Prof. Lalit Malhotra, Dean (Finance

 and Accounts); and, Mr. Mohammad Shakeel, Registrar, IIT Mandi. 

 

Six years ago, IIT Mandi’s foundation stone was laid on the very same day at Kamand to mark 

the beginning of this Institute. Now, the Institute has a large number of its students and faculty 

residing at the Kamand campus. With academic, research, cultural activities happening on its per-

manent campus on a regular basis, the Institute is already proving to be a single destination for 

excellence, innovation, and learning in the Himalayas. The day was commemorated with various 

sports events, cultural activities, and an award ceremony for students, faculty, and staff of IIT-

Mandi. 

The sports events included games like the volleyball, tug-of-war, and cross-country race with par-

ticipation from faculty, staff, and students. The volleyball game was won by a team of 3rd year 

and 4th year B. Tech. students. The tug-of-war for men was won by the 4th year B. Tech. stu-

dents. Also, the tug-of-war for women was won by the girl’s student team.  

 

The sports activity was followed by lighting of the lamp and honouring dignitaries. The lamp 

lightning was followed by Director’s address. In his address, the Director highlighted the role a 

foundation plays in building of an institute. He mentioned that a strong foundation helps in the 

http://iitmandi.ac.in/news/articles/5thfoundationday.html
http://iitmandi.ac.in/news/articles/5thfoundationday.html
http://iitmandi.ac.in/news/articles/5thfoundationday.html
http://iitmandi.ac.in/news/articles/5thfoundationday.html
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overall development of the academic edifice and helps in incorporating changes which come 

about in the future. Using the analogy of the construction of the Burj Khalifa, the tallest building 

in the world, he explained that the quality of the academic foundation needs  to be measured. He 

mentioned that there are several ways of measuring academic quality and some of these ways in-

clude, publications, student exchange, placements, faculty interaction with industry, and ability to 

get funds from abroad. He said that before we construct the next floor, we also need to stop, take  

stock, and plan for changes. 

 

The Director’s address was followed by an address by the Chief Guest, Dr. Priscilla Gonsalves. 

In her address, the Chief Guest reminded the audience of the beginning years when there was no 

IIT Mandi at Kamand and the area was in darkness; and, now, after 6 years, the Kamand valley 

sparkled like a jewel. Also, she recounted the fact that there were a number of hardships related 

to living at Kamand; however, the students, staff, and faculty had adapted to their surroundings 

courageously. She also thanked the Kamand residents for welcoming the IIT Mandi community 

to their neighbourhood. 

The Chief Guest’s address was followed by a cultural programme. In the cultural programme, 

children of IIT Mandi’s Kamand and Mandi day cares and Takshila School put up entertaining 

dance performances and a skit on saving tigers and caring for our plants, trees, and forests. Other 

items included a classical dance performance by Sonali Malhotra, IIT Mandi, and a mix of West-

ern and Indian style dance performance by first-year B. Tech. students. 

The day also saw distribution of awards to the students, staff, and faculty for their achievements 

and excellence in their work at IIT Mandi. The day got to a close with a vote of thanks by the 

Registrar and marked the start of a new semester in the new year at IIT Mandi  
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TECHNICAL SOCIETY  
 

1. UTKARSH: 

Utkarsh is a relatively new event. It is an in house technical meet organized specially for the fresher 

in the month participate in Utkarsh and showcase to the fresher what is to come their way during the 

four  years of  their in IIT Mandi  

 

 

 

 

3. Mozilla Workshop   
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Programming club organised a Mozilla workshop on 8th Nov.2014. Workshops consisted 

of Technical Session , General Awareness of Web ,learning web making. At the end of 

workshop Mozilla student ambassadors were also recruited. About 50 students took part 

in the workshop. 

 

4. Intra-College Mech Fest 

As a signature festival of IIT Mandi, Energy Club of IIT Mandi organized events based 

on Mechanical engineering which includes junkyard Warz, Stick-O-Bridge and many 

more. Huge participation from students made it grand successful. 

 

5. HikoHiko 

Electronics Club initiated semester long event for first year students to understand 

different parts of electrical and electronics field. Whole event was divided in 

tutorial/practice session and competitions.   

 

6.Robotics Workshop 

For creating awareness and enthusiasm in the field of robotics, robotics club arranged 

workshop delivered by experienced people in this field. This gave Students chance to 

learn line following robots, obstacle detector and Gesture controlled robots and to connect 

with this field. 

 

7. ElectroMania 

This was a circuit designing competition held by Electronics Club for all students. Motto 

behind this event was developing interest in 1st year students for this field and to give 

platform to all students to show their talent. 

 


